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V. An Account of the true Cortex Wintcranus, 
and the Tree that hears it, By Hans Sloan, 

M. D, and S. R. S. 

O N E of the Ships which went out with Sir Francis 
Drake, when he went round the World, where¬ 
of Captain Winter was Commander, brought into Eng¬ 
land from the Straits of Magellan an Aromatic Bark, 
which had been very helpful to thofe of his Ship, both 
ufed inftead of other Spices, with their Meat, and as a 
Medicine very powerful againft the Scurvy. Clufius , 
from fome that came over in that Ship, defcribes and 
figures it in his Exotics , lib. 4. c. 1. p. 75. calling it. 
Cortex Winter anus, from the Commander of the Ship 
his Name, and the Tree Magellanica Aromatica Arbor, ib, 
p. 77. The Writer of the Journal of the Dutch Ships, 
that went to the Straits of Magellan about 1599. takes 
notice of it to grow there, calling it ( De Bry. Iud. 
Occid. />. 9. p. 18.) Lauro fimilis arbor licet procerior, 
Cortice piperis modo acri, & mordent's. And Sebald de 
Wert , v.'ho was there, fays, that both Leaves and Bark 
were ufed with their Meat and Muskles.to corredf them 
in fo cold a Climate. Dalechampiiu , in the Hiflcria 
Lugd. defcribes and figures this Bark likewife, under 
the Name of Cortex Winter anus, p. 1858. and fodoes 
Parkinfon, p. 1652. Cafpar Bauhin , in his Pin. p. 461. 
calls it Laurifolia Magellanica Cortice acri. And jonjion, 
in his Dendrology a , p. 232. Arbor Laurifolia Mage Pa¬ 
taca. Thofe likewife who palled the Magellanic Straits 
with Sir John Narborough about 1 669. took notice of 
this Tree and Bark, But no body that I have feen has 
given fo good or full an Account of it as Mr. George 
Handifyd , who came from thence about tw’o or three 
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Years fince, and being very Curious and Underftandi 
ing in thefe Matters, did bring with him a Specimen or 
Sample of its Leaves and Flowers on the Twig, which 
is figur’d N°. i. and its Seed, figured N\i. and like- 
wife told me the feveral Particulars relating to it, in the 
following Defcription, by which 1 cannot reduce it to 
any of cur kind of Plants, lb well as to the Periclyme- 
num , and therefore fliall call it, tho’ it differs in many 
things from the Honyfuckle, 

Psrichmemm return folks laurinh Cor tics acri /iro- 
matko. 

He allured me that this Tree rofe to be higher and 
larger than an Apple-Tree, fpreading very much both 
in Root and Branches. The Twigs had on them Leaves 
of a light-green colour on their upper fide, (landing on 
I Inch-long foot-ftalks, are an Inch and half long, and 
an Inch broad in the middle where broade(l,and whence 
they decreafe to both ends, ending blunt. The Flowers 
come ex alts foltorum , Handing on i Inch-long foot- 
ftalks, two, three, or more of them together, fome- 
thing like thofe of the PericLymenum ; each of them 
are Milk-white, Pentapetalous, and fmell like Jafmine, 
to which fucceeds an Oval Berry, made up of two, 
three, or more Acinsor little Berries, (landing together 
on the fame common foot-(talk, of a light-green colour 
with (ome black fpots; and in thefe Berries are con¬ 
tained feveral black Aromatic Seeds, fomething like the 
Hones in Grapes. 

It grows in the middle of the Straits of Magellan 
very plentifully. 

The Leaves of this Tree were ufed with other Herbs 
by Mr. Handifyd for Fomentations in feveral cafes with 
very good fuccefs : But he admired mod the ufe of the 
Bark inwardly, boyling half a Dram of it with (bme 
Carminative Seeds, and giving it fo to thofe of the 
Ship who were under his Care, very much affli&ed with 
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the Scurvy : It ufually fweated them, and they were 
very much relieved. The fame Medicine I ike wife he 
adminiftred to a great many of the Ship, who were 
very ill by eating a po} ihnous fort of Seal in thofc 
Parts, called a Sea-Lion , with which they had a very 
great Amendment, although they had been fo ill with 
deeding on this Creature, as to loofe mod of their skins, 
which peeled off their Bodies by degrees, and in large 
pieces; fo that the Antidote to this ftrange Poyfon was 
to be had very near ir, and was very much extolled by 
this Gentleman, who was put to a {land to know what 
to do in this flrange cate, although he very well under- 
ftood the Materia Medica. 

By the preceding Defcription, and Figures relating to 
it, compared with thole of N°. ipz. of thefe Tran fa- 
dions, it will very eaftly appear, that the Cortex Win - 
tetanus, commonly fold in the Shops, is not the True 
Cortex Winteranus. But I mud needs fay, tho’ they- 
are the Barks of two very differing Trees, and grow¬ 
ing in very differing places, and appear quite another 
dung in their outward face, yet their tafte is much the 
fame, and l believe they may be ufed as a Succedaneum 
one for another, tho’ if the true were to be had in plen¬ 
ty, it were much to be valued beyond the falfe, being 
much more Aromatic, 
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